[Protective effect of interferon on the target cells of cytotoxic lymphocytes].
Interferon treatment of sensitized T lymphocytes enhances cytotoxicity against target cells. On the contrary, the same treatment of the target cells alone protects them, whatever the cytotoxicity of effector cells might be. We suggest that the cells having once survived contact with cytotoxic T lymphocytes could become resistant to any new attack by the same cells.